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HERITAGE TORONTO 


Heritage Toronto is a charitable organization that advocates for the preservation and 
promotion of our city’s rich heritage. For the past 15 years, Heritage Toronto has 
organized walks covering all areas of the city. The Weston Historical Society is proud to 
be one of their many partners. 


WESTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


For over 40 years the Weston Historical Society has promoted a respect for community 
roots and heritage structures. In addition to our regular meetings, we conduct historical 
walks, cemetery tours and give historical presentations. We have also released a number 
of publications. If you would like to visit our office in “Eagle Manor” at the NE corner of 
Weston Road and Lawrence Avenue West, please contact us for an appointment. 


1901 Weston Road, Unit F, 
Weston Ontario MON 3P1 


westonhistoricalsociety.com 
www.heritageweston.com 
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The Humber River is of national significance because of the long interaction with the 
people who have lived near its banks and to whom the river was vital for their existence. 


This walk along our small portion of the Humber will illustrate the human use of the river 
as it evolved over the last 12,000 years. 


COMMENCE WALK AT MALLABY PARK — 
NW Corner of Weston Road & St. Phillips Road 
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1. Toronto Carrying Place Trail 


THE TORONTOY É 
f CARRYING PLACE & 
= L5 A The Toronto Carrying Place Trail, from Humber Bay to the Oak Ridges 
RGSS Moraine, is designated as nationally significant by the Federal Historic 


Sites and Monuments Board. 


Copper from Lake Superior, tobacco and chert for arrowheads from Lake Erie, shells from 
the Atlantic, as well as dried fish, fish nets and furs were transported over the trail. After 
1611, French, English and Dutch traders, and their desire for beaver pelts altered 
traditional trading patterns. With the arrival of English settlers, by 1800 the 
European/Aboriginal fur trade was phased out and the river became a source of power for 
mills. 


Although no visible traces of the aboriginal highway remain today, we know that portions 
of Riverside Drive, Humbercrest Boulevard, Weston Road in the town of Weston area, and 
Pine Valley Drive follow the historic route. 


WALK NORTH ON WESTON ROAD (WEST SIDE) AND TURN LEFT ON 
HUMBERVIEW CRESCENT, PROCEED WEST ABOUT 100 FEET 


Aboriginal Settlement 


Archaeologists believe that nomadic peoples in small family groups 
hunted caribou and other large game in our area 12,000 years ago. 
The legacy found in spear heads and in fishing gear indicate that the 
first people living in the Humber River watershed were intelligent and 
adaptive. 


Prior to the coming of the French Explorers in 1611, the Hurons of 
, southern Ontario grew crops, fished, gathered, hunted and traded 
Fluted Arrowhead along the Carrying Place Trail. 


French Era/ Coming of the British - From Champlain to Simcoe 


After the arrival of Samuel de Champlain, the fur trade came to dominate the lives of the 
native peoples. The French set up trading camps from time to time on the Carrying Place 
Trail and a small trading fort was constructed in the Baby Point area in 1720. The last 
French trading for, Fort Rouille, was burned in 1759. 


The British purchase of the lands in the Toronto area in 1787 marked the end of the 
European/Aboriginal fur trade. Lieutenant Governor John Graves Simcoe sailed into the 
Toronto harbor in 1793 and the milling era began. 


CONTINUE SOUTH ON THE BIKE PATH, PAST THE BASEBALL DIAMONDS, 
UNTIL YOU SEE THE MURAL AT RAYMORE BRIDGE 


The torrential storm known as HURRICANE HAZEL struck 
on the night of October 15, 1954. 


A In a 24 hour period 8 inches of water fell on already 

oe S26) saturated ground in the Humber watershed. 300 million 
— tons of water had to be drained by the Humber and its 
tributaries. 


Raymore Drive - The Toronto Star 


In the Weston area, the steep banks cause the river to crest at 30 feet. This violent 
storm took the lives of 32 persons, destroyed an entire street of fourteen homes, left 
60 families homeless, and destroyed four of the five bridges between the 401 and 
Raymore Drive. 


After 1954, the Toronto and Region Conservation Authority implemented flood 
control measures and supervised development of today’s outstanding park system. 


Designation of the Humber - 10‘ Anniversary 


A plaque in Objibway, French and English was unveiled on September 24, 1999 to 
record the designation of the Humber River as Canada’s 26th Heritage River. 
Q) 


THE HUMBER RIVER 

The Humber River watershed, the largest river system in the Toronto region, covers 908 square kilometres. From its 
source on the Oak Ridges Moraine and Niagara Escarpment, the Humber flows through outstanding natural habitats in 
rural and urban landscapes, to Lake Ontario. 


At least 12,000 years ago, the watershed was home to Aboriginal Peoples. They established an overland route along 


the river corridor to the Canadian interior. Later, European explorers and settlers used this route they called the Toronto 
Carrying Place trail. Today the Humber provides recreational and educational opportunities and a spiritual retreat for 
thousands of people of many different cultures. 

The plaque commemorates the designation of the Humber River as a Canadian Heritage River and honours those 
people — past, present and future — who work to protect and enhance the Humber's heritage and recreation resources. 


It took almost a year to resolve the confusion with the boundaries as the two parks were 
separated by small parcels of private properties. It was not until 1952 that Town Council 
acquired the lands between the two parks so they could become one. 


WALK UNDER THE LAWRENCE AVENUE BRIDGE, CONTINUE ALONG THE 
PAVED BIKE PATH TO A BIT BEYOND THE TENNIS COURTS IN LIONS PARK - 
CAST YOUR EYES EAST, ACROSS THE FIELD TO THE HIGH RISE BUILDINGS 
AT THE TOP OF THE HILL 


In 1911, human bones with a large number of skulls were 
discovered close to the Carrying Place Trail (today’s Bellevue 
Crescent and Weston Road) 


Archaeologists advised that the bones were part of a native burial 
ground and likely date back to 1425-1450. It was the aboriginal 
custom, when they were moving on to establish a new village, to 
hold a sacred ceremony to show respect for their dead. They 
would gather the previously buried remains and reinter them in 
one large pit (an Ossuary). 


7. Smith & Wilby Textile Mill 
In 1826, Joseph Holley built the first of a series of mills on this site. The last of the mills, 


the woolen mill operated by Smith & Wilby, was the most successful. At its peak it 
employed up to 200 people. Among their many other products, they made “shoddy” - a 
coarse cloth much like denim. In 1896 the mill was forced to shut down when the 
protective duty was removed and English tweeds were imported duty free. 


8. Weston Fall Fair and Fairgrounds 
The Annual fall fair was a popular two day event drawing people from miles around to 


participate in baking contests, crafts, and needlework displays. One of the most exciting 
highlights of the fair was the horse races which drew huge crowds. The races ran ona 
half mile track which was oiled before to keep the dust down. 


The fairgrounds were also used for major sporting events such as lacrosse, football and 
cricket, and the Weston site became known for hosting international teams from the UK 
and Europe. 


Mills on the Humber River 

The Humber River in the Weston area was of particular interest to millers because 
the river had a vertical drop of 16 feet in just over a mile. It was ideal for saw, grist, 
and woolen mills. 


Mills provided a focus for development such as a general store, smith, cooperage, 
distillery, etc. and the need for skilled tradesmen. This walk focuses on only a few of 
the milling families. 


The Holley Family - Mill Builders 
David Holley and family immigrated to Canada in 1807, originally settling in today’s 


Rowntree Mills Park area. Patriarch David Holley sought out and negotiated leases 
for mill sites on the Humber. In the Weston area, he negotiated a 99 year lease on 
the west side of the Humber, just north of St. Phillips bridge. His son Joseph built a 
mill complex there in 1815. The lease was sold to the Farr brothers about 1819, who 
operated a grist mill and store until 1828. 


2. Wadsworth Mill Complex 


WN i OS Sig = 
Wadsworth Mill on the Humber River at St. Phillips Road 
Looking southwest; note the residence visible at the top right corner 
Source: Montgomery’s Inn 


Brothers Charles and William Rein Wadsworth bought the lease for the Farr’s mill in 
1828 and enlarged the flour mill. In 1830 they built a saw mill and in 1840 erected a 
distillery. 


They replaced the flour mill in 1856. It was considered the most modern in all of Upper 
Canada. William was a very astute businessman. He kept in contact with family and 
friends in England and through that knowledge was able to anticipate market conditions 
and operate very effectively. Charles and William and their sons Tom Rodney and Vernon 
operated the mills for almost 90 years. 


3. Humberview Crescent 

When standing on today’s Humberview Crescent, you are on Lt. Gov. Simcoe’s property. 
The Simcoe estate sold this land to Joseph Holley for his home in 1828. The St. Phillips 
bridge roughly parallels the road once used to cross the river to the Wadsworth mill 
complex on the Etobicoke side. 


Left: The home at 6 Humberview Crescent is 
considered to be the oldest home in Weston still 
standing (built by Joseph Holley) and was the first 
clubhouse for the Weston Golf & Country Club 
Right: “Pinehill” was the Wadsworth family 
home; it was located on property now part of the 
Weston Golf & Country Club 


RETURN TO MALLABY PARK, CROSS AT THE LIGHTS TO THE NORTH SIDE OF 
ST. PHILLIPS ROAD — PROCEED WEST. JUST BEFORE THE BRIDGE TAKE THE 
TRAIL AND STEPS DOWN TOWARD THE RIVER. PROCEED SOUTH ALONG THE 
PATHWAY THROUGH THE PARK, AND STOP AT THE DAM 


Geology 

Four hundred and forty five million years ago Weston was covered by inland seas. 
Tropical hurricanes tossed the skeletal fragments of trilobites, gastropods and 
brachiopods with rock particles and volcanic ash. They sank into the clay and mud of the 
sea floor to form the sedimentary rock of the Humber Valley. 


The last glacier of Weston’s ice ages retreated over 12,000 years 
ago blocking the St. Lawrence River. Water levels rose and formed 
the deep glacial Lake Iroquois. Its shoreline reached up to Weston 
and was a trail used by the aboriginal peoples. 

When the St. Lawrence River opened up, Lake Iroquois drained out. 
The swiftly flowing water caused by the abrupt drainage eroded the 
shale, creating the steep sided valley of the Humber River. 


Trilobyte Fossil 


From Fossils to Foundations 

Since the days of the early settlers, the Humber River shale has been used for 
foundations, walls, and houses. One needed only a strong wagon, steady horse and a 
knowledgeable eye for the shape and colour of rock. The Town of Weston charged a 
fee of 75 cents a wagonload (1927) to haul the Humberstone from the river. 


CONTINUE SOUTH THROUGH THE PARK, STOP AT THE FOOT OF CHURCH 
STREET, AT THE CEMENT STEPS BESIDE THE CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND 


4. Succession of Mill Owners 

The first saw mill on this site was built in 1830 for John Porter (by Joseph Holley) on 
the east side of the Humber, south of the Wadsworth mill complex. His dam was 14 
mile upstream and the mill race ran along the foot of the east bank. Rowland Burr 
bought the site in 1845. He replaced it with a large woolen mill which burned down 
two years later. Burr sold the site to Robert McDougall in 1849, who built a large flour 
mill. 


In 1870 McDougall became embroiled in a lawsuit over the height of his dam; the 
Wadsworth won and McDougall had to lower the dam. He eventually sold to the 
Wadsworths in 1882 which gave them control of both sides of the river. The estate of 
Tom Rodney Wadsworth sold the land and mill site to the Cruickshanks. The mill 
building later became part of their carriage and wagon factory. 


CONTINUE SOUTHBOUND THROUGH THE PARK ABOUT 200 YARDS 


5. Cruickshank Park 

= opne Cruickshank Park exists today due to a 
0G- THE CRUICKSHANK WAGON WORKS . ` . , 
| WEsTON. consolidation of private lands in the river valley. 

l The first purchase was a small parcel of land from 
Anne Rowntree in 1899 which came to be known 


as Sunset Park. 


In 1928, Dr. Fred Cruickshank donated the family 
property on the riverfront to the Town. 


Cruickshanks operated a buggy works and then 
a successful car dealership. 


